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there met at St. Louis last year representatives of seven- 
teen parliaments of the world, and as a result President 
Roosevelt agreed to do what he could to call a meeting 
to complete the work which was begun at The Hague 
with reference to disarmament. [Loud applause.] 



Neutral Zones on the Atlantic. 

The Massachusetts State Board of Trade to Chambers of Com- 
merce, Boards of Trade, and other commercial organizations : 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts State Board of 
Trade held in Boston, January 17, 1905, the following 
resolution was adopted : 

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of the Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Trade the time has come when, 
by treaty, neutral zones should be established ftom 
the ports of North America to the ports of Great 
Britain and Ireland and the continent of Europe, 
within which zones steamships and sailing; vessels in 
the conduct of lawful commerce shall be free to pass 
without seizure or interruption. 

This resolution will be presented to the President, to 
the Secretary of State, and to the Senate of the United 
States. 

It is respectfully suggested that similar action be 
taken by the other commercial bodies in this country ; 
and it is hoped that commercial organizations in Europe 
will approve and present the subject of neutral zones 
upon the high seas to their respective governments. 

By coincidence the resolution of the Board was 
adopted on the one hundred and ninety-ninth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Benjamin Franklin, who in 1783 
wrote : " In my opinion there never was a good war or 
a bad peace." But admitting that in the development 
of civilization war and warfare have at times been 
factors in progress, the time has come when kings and 
governments, as well as peoples, are coming to realize 
that " war is hell " ; that it is too brutal as well as too 
costly to be indulged in ; that destructive methods must 
give way to constructive forces; that militarism must 
give place to economic, industrial and moral methods of 
progress ; that warfare must not interrupt the exchange 
of products and services by which the people of all 
countries are benefited and none are injured; that the 
rights of neutrals should be enlarged and enforced and 
the wrongs committed by belligerents upon neutrals 
suppressed. " Let us have peace " is more and more the 
aspiration of human hearts. Christianity and humanity 
have been calling for the great transformation, and 
almost unwittingly it is now taking place. 

The Hague Tribunal for the settlement of interna- 
tional disputes has been established, and has entered 
upon the beneficent work it is destined to accomplish in 
the coming years, and treaties of arbitration are being 
negotiated with surprising rapidity. More than twenty- 
five such treaties have been signed within the last 
eighteen months. 

Another great force for peace, order and industry, the 
constitution of neutral zones, has already been applied, 
though as yet only to a quite limited extent. The very 
destructive conditions of war itself have rendered it 
necessary for the great military powers of Europe to 
neutralize the territory of Belgium, that of Switzerland 



and the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. It has also 
become necessary for the conduct of commerce to neu- 
tralize the Suez Canal. 

There is yet one more existing example of neutraliza- 
tion seldom referred to and unknown to many, the 
importance of which is little realized. In 1817, at the 
instance of John Quincy Adams, the United States and 
the kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland entered into a 
compact whereby the Great Lakes and the waterways 
from them to the ocean by the St. Lawrence River, 
which divide the United States from the Dominion of 
Canada, were practically neutralized. Through a simple 
agreement, which did not have the dignity of a treaty, 
conditions which make for peace and prosperity and the 
absence of those which so often lead to disastrous war 
have, for nearly a century, reigned over these great 
inland waters, whose commerce, conducted for the bene- 
fit of the states and nations of Europe and America, 
rivals that which passes through the Suez Canal or over 
the Mediterranean Sea ; and with a result foreshadowed 
in these words of President Monroe in his communica- 
tion to the Senate commending the proposed agreement : 
" In order to avoid collision and save expense." 

Forts which had been erected at salient points on 
either side of the lakes and rivers dividing the United 
States from Canada, which but for this agreement 
would, in the natural course of events, have been en- 
larged, increasingly garrisoned and provided with mod- 
ern implements of destruction at large expense, have re- 
mained substantially as when the agreement was made, 
or now constitute but interesting or picturesque ruins, 
and the great cost of constructing and maintaining, 
through a long series of years, naval armaments of 
ever-increasing power, has been avoided. 

It is believed that the time has come to extend neu- 
tralization to what may be called the " ferry ways " of 
the great commerce passing over the Atlantic. The 
lines of traffic over which steamers and sailing vessels 
pass are now almost as well defined as if they were 
rivers bordered by banks. These ways of commerce can 
be defined by treaty among the states which have 
become interdependent for food, fibre and fabrics of 
every kind. They may be neutralized by states border- 
ing on the Atlantic, and those that can be reached from 
the ocean. 

In the great progress that has been made towards uni- 
versal peace among the nations, Chambers of Commerce, 
Boards of Trade and other commercial organizations in 
Europe and America have taken an important part. It 
was partly at their instance that the many recent treaties 
of arbitration were negotiated, and that the reference of 
international disputes to the Hague Court has been 
accomplished. 

In the further work that is to be done for peace, they 
are destined to wield an even greater influence than that 
which they have exerted in the past. The time is ripe 
for the extension of the principle of neutral zones, and 
these bodies are peculiarly the forces to inaugurate the 
movement which will lead to the accomplishment of so 
desirable an end. 

Because of the considerations herein given, the Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Trade has deemed it judicious to 
send this Memorial and the accompanying resolution to 
the commercial bodies of this and other countries, hoping 



1?05. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



65 



they will deem it wise to take action upon the same lines, 
and by so doing hasten the day when another sanctuary 
for free commerce will have been established, and another 
menace to the welfare of the great commercial and ship- 
ping interests of the nations will have been removed. 

Commercial or other organizations which take action 
relative to the subject of this communication will greatly 
oblige the Massachusetts State Board of Trade by send- 
ing to its Secretary a statement of such action. 

L. E. Chamberlain 
Edwin L. Spkague 

GOEHAM D. GlLMAN 

Edward Atkinson 
Walstein II. Chester 
Charles E. Adams 

President 
Richard L. Gay 

Secretary 
Committee on International Arbitration of the 

Massachusetts State Board of Trade. 

Boston, Massachusetts, U. S. A., 
February 13, 1905. 



Text of the Arbitration Treaty with 
Great Britain. 

[Signed by Secretary Hay on December 12, 1904, transmitted 
by the President to the Senate on December 13, reported from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations on February 8 with 
amendment, and ratified as amended on February 11th, by a 
vote of 50 to 9. The other treaties were in substantially the 
same terms as this.] 

The United States of America and His Majesty The 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor 
of India, signatories of the Convention for the Pacific 
Settlement of International Disputes, concluded at the 
Hague on the 29th July, 1899 ; 

Taking into consideration that by Article XIX of that 
Convention the High Contracting Parties have reserved 
to themselves the right of concluding Agreements, with 
a view to referring to arbitration all questions which 
they shall consider possible to submit to such treatment, 

Have appointed their respective Plenipotentiaries, 
namely : 

The President of the United States of America, John 
Hay, Secretary of State of the United States ; and 

His Britannic Majesty, the Right Honorable Sir H. 
M. Durand, G. C. M. G., K. C. S. I., K. C. I. E., His 
Britannic Majesty's Ambassador Extraordinary and Plen- 
ipotentiary ; 

Who, after having communicated each to the other 
their respective full powers in good and due form, have 
agreed upon the following Articles : 

Article I. 

Differences which may arise of a legal nature, or re- 
lating to the interpretation of Treaties existing between 
the two Contracting Parties, and which it may not have 
been possible to settle by diplomacy, shall be referred to 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration established at the 
Hague by the Convention of the 29th July, 1899, pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that they do not affect the vital 
interests, the independence, or the honor of the two Con- 



tracting States, and do not concern the interests of third 
Parties. 

Article II. 
In each individual case the High Contracting Parties, 
before appealing to the Permanent Court of Arbitration, 
shall conclude a special Treaty defining clearly the 
matter in dispute and the scope of the powers of the 
Arbitrators, and fixing the periods for the formation of 
the Arbitral Tribunal and the several stages of the 
procedure. 

Article III. 

The present Convention shall be ratified by the Presi- 
dent of the United States of America by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate thereof, and by His 
Britannic Majesty. The ratifications shall be exchanged 
at Washington as soon as possible, and the Convention 
shall take effect on the date of the exchange of its 
ratifications. 

Article IV. 

The present Convention is concluded for a period of 
five years, dating from the day of the exchange of its 
ratifications. 

Done in duplicate at the City of Washington, this 12th 
day of December, in the year 1904. 

John Hay [seal.] 

H. M. Durand [seal.] 



Form of Bequest. 

I hereby give and bequeath to the American Peace 
Society, Boston, a corporation established under the laws 

of the State of Massachusetts, the sum of dollars, 

to be employed by the Directors of said Society for the 
promotion of the cause of peace. 



Auxiliaries of the American Peace Society. 

The Chicago Peace Society, 

1*75 Dearborn Street, Chicago, 111. 
H. W. Thomas, D. D., President. 
Mrs. E. A. W. Hoswell, Secretary. 

The Minnesota Peace Society, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

R. J. Mendenhall, President. 
Miss A. B. Albertson, Secretary. 

The Kansas State Peace Society, 

Wichita, Kansas. 

George W. Hoss, LL. D., President. 
J. M. Naylor, Secretary. 

New York German-American Peace Society. 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr. Ernst Richard, President, 

5 West 63d Street. 
T. Borgstedt, Secretary, P. O. Box 555. 
Henry Feldman, Treasurer, 103 Second Ave. 

The Arbitration and Peace Society op Cincinnati. 

505 First National Bank Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Philip V. N. Myers, President, 
S. P. Butler, Secretary. 



